
 

From the Desk of the President – Cindy Dolmage  

 

March 1st is fast approaching and I hope everyone who plans to 
attend the Member Mixer on March 4th responds to our electronic 
invite before Feb 26th.    We are also approaching the midpoint of 
our season and things are going nicely.  The weather is 
cooperating, no red tide and we’ve had plenty of visitors stopping 
by the Learning Center to learn more about the unique 
environment the preserve has to offer and to identify that shell 
they just picked up.   
 
We continue to fulfill our mission to preserve and educate. 
Remember, we have a lecture every Saturday morning at 10AM in 
the Learning Center, the schedule is below with some noted 
changes.  
 
Many of our visitors have been lucky enough to see this very cute 
little Gopher Tortoise in the Tortoise “condos” by parking lot two. 
 

 
We also want to take time to say goodbye to Ranger Cindy (Montana) who 
recently retired.  Cindy had been a Ranger for 16 years, many of those years 
spent in the Preserve.  She was devoted to our wildlife always helping even 
when her heart was broken when, yet another Tortoise was lost due to a car 
accidently hitting it.  She also, for many years, educated children with her 
puppet show.  Teaching them about the Tortoise and Sea Turtles.  You may 
have also done a canoe trip with her through the backwaters.  If you haven’t 
tried this yet the County is still offering guided trips on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 8:30 AM to 11 AM at a cost of $10 per person.  Call 239-252-
4060 for reservations.  Thank you, Cindy, for all you did for the Friends and 
for your years of service in the Preserve.  We wish you the best on your next 
“adventure” into retirement. 
 

Again, hope to see you all at the Member Mixer and Thank You all again for your donations and volunteer 
time. 
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Naturalist Programs  

 
Mondays – 10 a.m. (January-April)  

Beaches Alive!  What do wrack lines, beach hoppers, ghosts, sea pork, or beans have 
in common with skimmers, ruddy turnstones, oats, or goatsfoot that we see on the 
beach?  Come find out at this walk on Barefoot Beach. Meet at the Learning Center. 
Program sponsored by Friends of Barefoot Beach Preserve. Program Cost: Free. 
There is an entrance fee into the park for those who do not have a current Collier 
County park permit. Directions: Turn south off of Bonita Beach Road onto Barefoot 
Beach Blvd. and go about 1 ½ miles to park entrance. Park in the first parking area 
and meet at the Learning Center. Wear walking shoes and sun protection. Suggest 

bringing binoculars and drinking water.  Approximately a 2-hour beach walk guided by a Naturalist. 
 

Wednesdays – 10 a.m. (January -April) 
Exploring Coastal Habitats Walk!  Barefoot Beach Preserve: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
January through April. Enjoy a guided walk to the estuary and along a sandy trail to the 
beach. Explore one of the most productive ecosystems in nature and the unique coastal 
habitats at the Preserve. Program sponsored by Friends of Barefoot Beach Preserve. 
Program cost: Free. There is an entrance fee into the park for those who do not have a 
current Collier County park permit. Directions: Turn south off of Bonita Beach Road 
onto Barefoot Beach Blvd. and go about 1 1/2 miles to park entrance. Park in the first 
parking area on the right and meet at the Learning Center.  Wear comfortable walking 
shoes and sun protection. Suggest you bring drinking water. Approximately a 2-hour 
walk through Coastal Habitats guided by a Naturalist.   

 

Fridays – 10 a.m. (January –April) 

Beachcombing & Shelling Talk!  Barefoot Beach Preserve: Fridays at 10 a.m. January through April. Where 
and when do you find beach treasures? What are drifts from the Amazon? What did 
Herman Melville have to do with Beachcombing? Come find out at this talk about 
Beachcombing & Shelling. Meet at the Learning Center at Barefoot Beach Preserve. 
Program sponsored by Friends of Barefoot Beach Preserve. Program Cost: Free. 
There is an entrance fee into the park for those who do not have a current Collier 
County park permit. Directions: Turn south off of Bonita Beach Road onto Barefoot 
Beach Blvd. and go about 1 ½ miles to park entrance. Park in the first parking area 
and meet at the Learning Center.  Approximately a 1-hour talk by a Naturalist. 
 

Saturdays – 9 a.m. (January -April) 

Guided Nature Walk - Barefoot Beach Preserve: Saturdays at 9 a.m. January through April. 
Enjoy a guided walk along the boardwalk through a maritime forest and coastal 
strand. More than a nature walk, it's an educational experience! Learn the 
importance of barrier islands, how our ancestors used Florida’s state tree and native 
plant communities on barrier islands of Southwest Florida.  Program sponsored by 
Friends of Barefoot Beach Preserve. Program cost: Free. There is an entrance fee 
into the park for those who do not have a current Collier County park permit. 
Directions: Turn south off of Bonita Beach Road onto Barefoot Beach Blvd. and go 
about 1 1/2 miles to park entrance. Park in the first parking area on the right and 
meet at the Learning Center.  Approximately a 45 minute walk guided by a 
Naturalist.   

 
 

   



2020 SATURDAY LECTURE SERVICE  

 PLEASE NOTE WE HAVE HAD A FEW DATE CHANGES AND SUBJECT CHANGES * 

 

FEBRUARY 15 - Introduction to Bee Keeping from Flower to Honey - Dennis & Virginia Riggs 
 
*FEBRUARY 22 - Mosquitoes - Collier Mosquito Control: Patrick Linn (Exec. Dir.) & Robin King 
(Communications) 
 
*FEBRUARY 29 - Grassroots Movement Shaping Florida Water Policy - Captains for Clean Water: 
Daniel Andrews & Alycia Downs 
 
MARCH 7 - Battle Against Invasive Species - Ranger from Big Cypress Preserve 
 
MARCH 14 - Africa Untamed: Cradle of Human Kind - Jack Berninger 
 
*MARCH 21 – Why Native Plants?  - Tony Mauriello 
 
MARCH 28 - Wetland Ecology -- Mangroves - Dr. Brian Bovard, (FGCU) 
 
APRIL 4 - Virtual Tour of Corkscrew Swamp - Mike and Sandy Hollenhorst & Lorraine Tyre, (FMN) 
 
APRIL 11 - Panther Outreach - Ashlee O'Connor, (FWC) 
 
*APRIL 18 – To be announced - Jayne Johnston 
 
Garden        
                                          

Meet our garden mascot “Blackie”.  Blackie is a Florida 
Black Racer.  On Thursdays when our Gardeners are 
working, he often surprises them with his location.  
Frequently sleeping in a bush or hanging out in the waterfall 
pump.  If they know where he is, they work around him.   
While it is true that they are not venomous, their bites are 
very painful and may become infected if not cleaned and 
treated properly.  Still, if you see a black racer in your 
garden, you should let it be.  The black racer is considered 
an endangered species, according to the Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies.  Man is the greatest enemy of these 
snakes.  They are excellent swimmers, as well as climbers, 
and can move at incredibly quick speeds (which is why it 
aptly has the name racer in its name). 

 

 

 

 



2020 Docent Program  
Our second docent enrichment opportunity was held on February 6th when 30 Friends' volunteers 
participated in the historical walking tour of Bonita Springs.  We learned how Bonita Springs got its name.  
Originally called Survey because of the many men camped here to survey the surrounding area.  Later, it 
was determined that Survey was not a good name for marketing the area and it was renamed Bonita after 

the wife of one of the early land developers. 
 And of course, Springs comes from the famous 
mineral springs where Shangri-La is now 
located. 
 
We visited the first elementary school, which in 
the beginning was surrounded with barbed wire 
to keep cattle out. Our guides shared with us 
that many students would put out a fishing pole 
with a bell on it, and if enough bells started 
ringing the teacher would call for recess no 
matter what time it was so everyone could go 
catch some fish.  

 
 
 
 In addition, we saw the great mural downtown, which 
captures much of the history of Bonita Springs and 
walked the beautiful gardens at Shangri-La.  We were 
happy to provide this opportunity to reward our 
volunteers for their hard work and teach them a little 
history about Bonita Springs.  
 
 

 


