
AROUND THE PRESERVE 

Keep Collier Beautiful 

April 14th 102 people 
worked together to Keep 
Barefoot Beach 
Beautiful.  A huge thank 
you to all the groups and 
individuals who came out 
especially the Daisies, 
North Naples Middle 
School, University of 
Dayton Alumni and  
Home Schoolers of 
Collier County. 

Scholarship Update 
 

Congratulations to our 2018 
Scholarship Recipients.  
 

Griffin Alexander (Pictured with 
the Scholarship Committee) - 
Naples High School. Griffin will 
be attending the University of 
Miami to study marine affairs 
and ecosystem policy.  He has 
shown outstanding leadership 
activities in our environment and 
community.    
 

Cecilia Munoz - Golden Gate High School.  Cecilia will be 
attending Florida Gulf Coast University to become an 
Environmental Policy Analyst so that she can create and enforce 
laws and regulations that help protect the environment.   

A Note from the President 
 

April was a very busy month, Gopher Tortoise Day April 10th, Great 
American Clean Up April 14th, Lecture Series and Docent 
Volunteering ended April 21, Hertz Earth Day which we 
participated in April 26th and the final Naturalist walk and talk April 
30TH .  As we wrap up our season I want to thank all our volunteers 
and to you our members for helping us make everything we do 
possible. 
 

Watch for updates on sea turtle activity and any happenings in the 
Preserve on our facebook page.  Enjoy your summer and I will see 
you in the fall. 
                      Denny Dolmage 

  UPCOMING HAPPENINGS 

Sea Turtle Nesting Season 
 

There are five species of sea 
turtles found in Florida waters, all 
of these species are protected 
under the Federal Endangered 
Species Act of 1973.  As 
beachgoers here are reminders of 
what we can do to help protect 
these vulnerable marine animals. 
 

 Limit night activities on the 
beach 

 Help keep the beach dark 
 Do NOT approach, disturb, or 

touch nesting females or 
hatchlings 

 Do NOT interfere with 
hatchlings heading for the 
water 

 Take back what you bring to 
the beach, chairs, trash, toys 
etc. 

 Cover holes you dig at the 
beach so hatchlings don’t get 
trapped when trying to reach 
the water 

 

In the ocean, litter, such as plastic 
bags and balloons, is mistaken for 
food.  Sea turtles can ingest the 
debris and suffocate or starve to 
death.  This is a cause of concern 
for not only sea turtles, but also all 
marine life as well as inshore and 
offshore birds. 
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Volunteer Enhancement – Field Trip to Mound 
Key 
 
Our volunteers embarked from Fort Myers headed 
for Mound Key with Captain Rob and 
archaeological tour guide Theresa Schober. 
Theresa, a key advisor and researcher in the 
development of the Mound House in Fort Myers, 
is an expert in all things Calusa, Mound Key is the 
remaining evidence of the once thriving Calusa 
society.  On our journey on the Key we explored 
the elevated mounds, ridges and sculpted canals 

created by these indigenous people. 
 

The Calusa, South Florida's most powerful aboriginal group, controlled a vast area of Florida by the 
time the Europeans first hit the shores. Mound Key, in Estero Bay, was the capital of their vast empire 
and was the first specified location documented on Juan Ponce de León's 1513 journey into the heart 
of what would become La Florida.  
 

This island capital of the Calusa was called Stababa and experts feel that the most influential chief of 
up to 20,000 Calusa lived and governed on the 
highest section of the Key.  Quite a view from 30 
feet above sea level! 
 

The Key is accessible only by watercraft and looks 
remarkably like most mangrove islands in the Bay.  
It is the only State Park with no budget, so there is 
little information about the historical value of the Key 
available on the Mound. Visiting with Theresa was 
an amazing experience that gave us all a new 
appreciation for the Calusa who were established 
here long before the explorers arrived. It was a 
special trip to share a space where Calusa had 
walked so long ago.  A big thank you to our 
Volunteer Coordinator Cindy for arranging this trip.  A recommended excursion to all our members. 
 

SPECIAL VISITORS 
 

Professor Chris Freeman, Head, School of Biological Sciences at Bangor University in Bangor, 
Gwynedd, (in northwest Wales), brought 10 students to South Florida for a field trip.  The students 
are studying for an MSc in Wetland Service and Conservation.   



The students are primarily in FL to learn about the huge amount of conservation work that we have 
taking place and to see the contrast with the approach in Britain.  The Friends were contacted last fall 

and Naturalist Jim Truluck agreed to led them on a 
guided tour of Barefoot Beach Preserve.  The walk 
demonstrated an approach of getting public 
engagement.  Jim said the students shared the same 
passion for the environment as the FoBBP.   
 

Saturday they attended our last lecture of the season 
by Rookery Bay Volunteer Richard Ginevan.  After 
the lecture Mr. Ginevan took the time to answers 
questions from the students.  Great end to our 
season. Which leads us into: 
 

Lecture Series in Review  
 

January 6th began our series with Jack Berninger.  As 
always, informative and entertaining, Jack revealed 
how scientist are finding that birds are more intelligent 
than we imagined.  He compared our brains to the 
bird’s brain and sure enough, many of the same 
pathways and behaviors can be tracked.  Our 
feathered friends are no lightweights in the natural 
kingdom. 
 

Becky Speer comforted audience members with mild cases of arachnophobia with her spectacular 
photos of local spiders in action.  There are many spider species that spin their lovely webs around 
our yards, and even in our houses to help keep the pesty insect population in check. 
 

Craig Huegel had listeners laughing as he shared his vast knowledge of native plants and critters and 
his disdain for the manicured golf course green lawn.  “It is so important to connect our yards to 
nature.  It is an ecological necessity”. 
 

Charles O’Connor, award winning teacher, knowledgeable in paleontology, research and education at 
all levels, shared his vast knowledge of shark fossils.  Here are just a few shark facts we learned: 
 1 shark has over 30,000 teeth.   
 There are 360 species of shark.   
 Only 10 are dangerous to humans.   
 Sharks can survive one year without eating. 

 

Big Cypress Ranger Kissell, shared information on Big Cypress Preserve which is the first National 
Preserve open to fishing, hunting and the general public use.  It is a designated Dark Sky Area which 
is a land possessing an exceptional or distinguished quality of starry nights and nocturnal 
environment.  It is specifically protect for its scientific, natural, educational, cultural heritage and/or 
public enjoyment. 
 
Jen Southall’s talk was on cane toads, an invasive species originally introduced to manage the cane 
beetle population.  Unfortunately, the cane toads cannot jump high enough to consume sufficient 
beetles, but have managed to include almost everything in their voracious diet.  They have no 
predators, as anything that eats them is poisoned. 
 
 
 
 



Jayne Johnston spoke on living with 
the Florida Panther.  Panthers are 
light tan with long tails tipped in 
brown, from 80-130 lbs.  Kittens may 
resemble bobcats with spotted coats.  
Jayne brought an impressively real 
life mounted panther that had been 
sadly hit by a car and mounted for 
educational purposes.  Panther life 
span is 10-13 years. 
 
Anne Reed shared information on 
CREW Land and Water Trust, which 
is a private, non-profit conservation 

organization dedicated to the preservation and stewardship of the water resources and natural 
communities in and around the Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed.  Check out their web site 
for conditions and guided trail walks. 
 
These were just a few of the highlights this season - Thank You Mary Gruppi for sharing your lecture 
highpoints. 
 
Blast from the Past  
 

Do you know who these current Friends are?  A special Thank you to Bobbe and Margaret for all your 
continued years of volunteer service with the Friends. 
 

 


