
From the Desk of the President – Cindy Dolmage  

I am happy to report we are up and running and ready for another fantastic season.  The red tide is 
staying away, and the visitors are coming!   Our osprey nests are occupied, and our fingers are crossed 
that we will again have chicks.   I do have an update from Collier County to share with you: 
 

Over the last few months the County has been working on the ever-increasing traffic going into the 
preserve.  As you all know traffic into the preserve can back up during high season.  This year when the 
park rangers determine that 375 cars have entered the preserve (preserve capacity is 400) the ranger will 
contact the entrance to Barefoot and they will close the entry gates to Barefoot Beach Blvd.  The Barefoot 
Beach gates will remain closed until the park rangers notify the entrance that the park has reopened.  Our 
volunteers will be admitted for we have designated parking next to the Learning Center. 
 

The preserve booth hours at the park will be adjusted starting Jan 1, 2020 to be manned from 7:30 AM 
until 6:30 PM.  Booth hours staring February 1, 2020 will be 7:30 AM to 7 PM (Closing no later than 6:30 
PM) Starting March 1, 2020, due to daylight saving time, hours will adjust back to 7:30 AM to 6:30 PM.  A 
second park assistant will help cover admissions through sunset.   During the busiest times of day, an 
additional assistant will be south of the park gate with a credit card machine to speed up the entry 
process.  The park department has purchased a messaging board which is placed on Bonita Beach Road, 
east of the Barefoot Beach entrance.  When the park is full, the sign will indicate “Park Full”.  We thank the 
Parks Department of Collier County for helping to solve the ever-increasing flow of traffic.  Going forward 
the County will monitor the effects of the new procedures and will adjust as needed to accomplish 
eliminating backed up traffic.  This should also help our volunteers get to the preserve a little easier. 
 

Our Member Appreciation is scheduled for March 4th 5 PM – 7:30 PM.  We are finalizing the details but 
save that date.    If you are interested in Instagram, Facebook and Twitter let me know.  We could use 
some help in promoting the friends over social media. 
 

In closing I would like to congratulate this year’s Rising Star - Sandee Howle and our Shining Star - 
Harriett Fitzsimmons.  Thank you and all our volunteers for sharing your time and talents with the Friends. 

  Rising Star 

Shining Star  
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Naturalist Programs  

 
Mondays – 10 a.m. (January-April)  

Beaches Alive!  What do wrack lines, beach hoppers, ghosts, sea pork, or beans have 
in common with skimmers, ruddy turnstones, oats, or goatsfoot that we see on the 
beach?  Come find out at this walk on Barefoot Beach. Meet at the Learning Center. 
Program sponsored by Friends of Barefoot Beach Preserve. Program Cost: Free. 
There is an entrance fee into the park for those who do not have a current Collier 
County park permit. Directions: Turn south off of Bonita Beach Road onto Barefoot 
Beach Blvd. and go about 1 ½ miles to park entrance. Park in the first parking area 
and meet at the Learning Center. Wear walking shoes and sun protection. Suggest 

bringing binoculars and drinking water.  Approximately a 2-hour beach walk guided by a Naturalist. 
 

Wednesdays – 10 a.m. (January -April) 
Exploring Coastal Habitats Walk!  Barefoot Beach Preserve: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
January through April. Enjoy a guided walk to the estuary and along a sandy trail to the 
beach. Explore one of the most productive ecosystems in nature and the unique coastal 
habitats at the Preserve. Program sponsored by Friends of Barefoot Beach Preserve. 
Program cost: Free. There is an entrance fee into the park for those who do not have a 
current Collier County park permit. Directions: Turn south off of Bonita Beach Road 
onto Barefoot Beach Blvd. and go about 1 1/2 miles to park entrance. Park in the first 
parking area on the right and meet at the Learning Center.  Wear comfortable walking 
shoes and sun protection. Suggest you bring drinking water. Approximately a 2-hour 
walk through Coastal Habitats guided by a Naturalist.   

 

Fridays – 10 a.m. (January –April) 

Beachcombing & Shelling Talk!  Barefoot Beach Preserve: Fridays at 10 a.m. January through April. Where 
and when do you find beach treasures? What are drifts from the Amazon? What did 
Herman Melville have to do with Beachcombing? Come find out at this talk about 
Beachcombing & Shelling. Meet at the Learning Center at Barefoot Beach Preserve. 
Program sponsored by Friends of Barefoot Beach Preserve. Program Cost: Free. 
There is an entrance fee into the park for those who do not have a current Collier 
County park permit. Directions: Turn south off of Bonita Beach Road onto Barefoot 
Beach Blvd. and go about 1 ½ miles to park entrance. Park in the first parking area 
and meet at the Learning Center.  Approximately a 1-hour talk by a Naturalist. 
 

Saturdays – 9 a.m. (January -April) 

Guided Nature Walk - Barefoot Beach Preserve: Saturdays at 9 a.m. January through April. 
Enjoy a guided walk along the boardwalk through a maritime forest and coastal 
strand. More than a nature walk, it's an educational experience! Learn the 
importance of barrier islands, how our ancestors used Florida’s state tree and native 
plant communities on barrier islands of Southwest Florida.  Program sponsored by 
Friends of Barefoot Beach Preserve. Program cost: Free. There is an entrance fee 
into the park for those who do not have a current Collier County park permit. 
Directions: Turn south off of Bonita Beach Road onto Barefoot Beach Blvd. and go 
about 1 1/2 miles to park entrance. Park in the first parking area on the right and 
meet at the Learning Center.  Approximately a 45 minute walk guided by a 
Naturalist.   

 
 

   



2020 SATURDAY LECTURE SERVICE   

JANUARY 18 - Marine Megafauna of Captiva - Dolphins, Sea Turtles & Manatees- Stephanie Plein, 
(Marine Biologist) 

 
JANUARY 25 - Naples Bay Oyster Reef Restoration Project - Stephanie Molloy PhD, (City of Naples 
Natural Resources Manager) 
 
FEBRUARY 1 - Blooms & Butterflies - Ranger Sajel Dodia (Big Cypress Preserve) 
 
FEBRUARY 8 - Domestic Cats & Wildlife - Colleen Durham, (Conservancy SWFL) 
 
FEBRUARY 15 - Introduction to Bee Keeping from Flower to Honey - Dennis & Virginia Riggs 
 
FEBRUARY 22 - Grassroots Movement Shaping Florida Water Policy - Captains for Clean Water: 
Daniel Andrews & Alycia Downs 
 
FEBRUARY 29 - Mosquitoes - Collier Mosquito Control: Patrick Linn (Exec. Dir.) & Robin King 
(Communications) 
 
MARCH 7 - Battle Against Invasive Species - Ranger from Big Cypress Preserve 
 
MARCH 14 - Africa Untamed: Cradle of Human Kind - Jack Berninger 
 
MARCH 21 - Becoming Human - Jack Berninger 
 
MARCH 28 - Wetland Ecology -- Mangroves - Dr. Brian Bovard, (FGCU) 
 
APRIL 4 - Virtual Tour of Corkscrew Swamp - Mike and Sandy Hollenhorst & Lorraine Tyre, (FMN) 
 
APRIL 11 - Panther Outreach - Ashlee O'Connor, (FWC) 
 
APRIL 18 - Living with Florida's Wildlife - Jayne Johnston 
 
 
Garden 

 
Our garden is spruced up with annual plants.  Some small creature fell in love 
with our lovely Pentas and ate all of them (must have been tasty).  We plan to 
replace with bigger and less appetizing ones.  Collier County very graciously 
brought us some fresh mulch which we spread to help keep the weeds down.  
 
As you can tell by the photo, our visitors continue to enjoy the Butterfly Garden.  
If you are lucky, when visiting, you may spot a Zebra butterfly, which is the official 
Florida State butterfly.  The Zebra drives its name from its black wings striped 
with bright yellow.  As we head into full season, we are looking forward to 
watching others enjoy the beauty of our plants, outdoor grounds, and trees.  

 

 



2020 Docent Program  

The Docent program is happy to welcome three new Docents – Bibi Pietsch, Jeff MacDonald and Sheree 
Marlow.   This season we’ve added nine new volunteers to our team.   
 

January 15, we held another volunteer enrichment program Exploring Coastal Habitats.  This was a guided 
walk to the estuary and along a sandy 
trail to the beach. We hope to continue to 
educate our volunteers on the wonderful 
and unique coastal habitats at the 
preserve.  A shout out goes to our 
Naturalists who took the time out of their 
busy schedules to share their knowledge. 

A Historical Walking Tour of Bonita Springs is 
scheduled for February 6th and will be our final 
volunteer enrichment program for this season. 

The volunteer picnic was held 
January 10th and a record number 
of our volunteers gathered to 
meet and socialize.  Service 
awards were handed out to the 
following volunteers:  Five-year 
Pins – Norm Ellenbogen, Phyllis 
MacBeth, David Stein and Don 
Howle.  Ten-year pin – Rebecca 
Edelbrock and a Twenty-five-year 
pin went to Chris Kardon.  Thank 
you all for your dedication and 
years of service to the Friends. 



  
 
GOPHER TORTOISE 
 

Look for our Docents in the yellow aprons who, this year, 
will be walking the parking lots during the busy days to 
remind visitors to look under their cars before they drive 
away.   

 
 
 
 


