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   …from Sharon    Myrsine (Rapanea punctata) 

  

Myrsine is also known as Guiana and/or Rapanea and has 

also been referred to as Colicwood. Some reports say that 

the name Rapanea guinensis was misapplied and should 

have been Rapanea punctata, and other sources report 

synonyms of Myrsine Floridana and Myrsine Cubana. At 

the Preserve, we call it Myrsine.  

 

It is an evergreen shrub or small tree found in coastal areas 

of Florida and can grow up to 25 feet tall. It has a narrow 

open crown with a trunk up to 6 inches wide with smooth 

grayish bark. The easiest one to spot in the Preserve is from 

parking area #1 on the north side of the middle boardwalk, 

as it intersects to go left or right. Also look for it on the 

Saylor Nature Trail.  

 

This plant likes full sun, but can tolerate heavy shade in the maritime forest. This is another drought 

tolerant plant useful for the home landscape as a small tree or even to be trimmed into a hedge. 

South Florida Water Management District has a wonderful little publication that shows native plants, 

water needs, sun requirements, salt tolerance, typical height, and plant type. The link is: 

https://my.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/pg_grp_sfwmd_recinfoed/portlet_publication/tab2104323/x

eriscape/ww4_shrubs.pdf . It is a neat reference guide for selecting plants for your yard. 

 

Its narrow bright green leaves are alternately arranged and occur clustered near the end of branches. 

Both leaf surfaces are covered with tiny dots. The leaf margin is smooth, thick and often curled 

under. The top of the leaves are shiny and leathery, while the underside is a paler, dull green.  It is in 

the same family as the marlberry. The word myrsine is derived from the Greek word for myrrh. 

 

The very small greenish-white flowers occur singly on the 

stem below the leaves. In our temperate climate, they may 

flower year-round. After flowering, the round fruits appear and 

are dark blue to black drupe that is only 1/5” wide and has thin 

flesh surrounding one white seed. The fruit clusters below the 

leaves for several inches along the stems. Seeds are useful to 

birds and other wild animals as a food source. Lucky for the 

birds, the fruits remain on the tree for several months. The fruit 

is edible but unappealing to people. However, if you are ever 

on “survivor” it may become appealing. 

 

Native Americans in Florida called this tree the white tobacco-seasoning tree, because they mixed its 

leaves with their tobacco to make it go further and the flavor gave it extra spice. The bark has been 

used in leather tanning. University of Columbia in the country of Columbia has been researching an 

extract from the bark for use as an anti-inflammatory. Researchers discovered that the lab rats 

became sterol. They have now expanded their research to include possible use as a birth control. The 

bark has proven to also have antibiotic properties. The strong hard wood has been used in general 

construction for carpentry, cabinets, crates, fuel, and posts.  


